
�Friendly' .fireball flies thro·ugh plane 
A BALL of lightning roared 
through the passeng·er 
cabin ot a Russian plane. 

It ftew above the heads of 
fitunned pa&e�ers for- sev­
eral seconds, said the Soviet 

. news agency. Tass toda.y. 
The dramatdc incident hap. 

pened when an nyushin-18 iet 
1lew into a storm shor tly after 

talcing-off from the Black Sea. 
town of Soohi. 

"Sudden�y. at a hei:g111t of 
1200 yards a firelball�bout 
four-inches in diameter. 
a.ppea:rect on the ftuoola-ge in 
fron.t of the crew's coelktPit,'' 
sai'ti Tas:s. 

·' R disappeared wditdl a 
dewfening noise, but re--

emevged seve:rol secon-ds 
later in the passenger's 
lounge, after piererng in an 
unoa.nnv wa.v through tJhe 
air-tight metal . wall. 

" The firelball slowly fiew 
aJbou.t the heads ot the 
stunned passengei'S. I.n ttlhe 
talil section of the airliner it 
divided into two glowing 

crescents w'hicll then joine'ti mechanics discove1'E!d two holes 
together again and left tthe -one in the fuselage and 
plame almost noiselessly,'' the another in the ta.il section­
repor.t said. through which the light.ning 

The pilots i m m e d i a t e 1 y entered and left the plane, 
turned the plane and landed it Ta.ss said. 
safely at Sochi's. No one was Tbe lightning, which Tass 
injured, but radar· equipment · oaUed a "visitilllg fireball," left 
aJboa-rd was dama-ged. no t'J.'IaiC.e8 on the inside of the 

While repairing equipment plane. 

9:::;- ���(",.;-+ - s�� -s� '� \ g� 
�6 �A� \q��--------------------�----�-------------------------------- � 


